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allow the passage of a British army through the Punjab., and the
advance, therefore, had to be made through Sind. The Amirs wore
not less reluctant than Ran jit Singh, but they were far less powerful,
and though they imposed every obstacle they dared, a magnificent
army starced in December, 1833. Unfortunately for Auckland, one
of his excuses for the invasion had already evaporated, for on
October 9th the Persians inconsiderately raised the siege of Herat
and agreed to molest it no more. But he was pledged to the restora-
tion of a, legitimate Sovereign to the throne of his immediate ancestors,
and ii seemed too late to draw back. The army, consequently, went
on its way ; marched through Smd and thence by way of the Bokn
Pa&s co Quetta, and on from there to Kandahar. Kandahar opened
its gates, and there Shah Shuja was enthroned (May 8th, 1839).
Between Kandahar and Kabul lay the strong fortress of Ghazm.
Ghazni was stormed in July and the road lay open to Kabul. On
che approach of the British army Dost Muhammad lied, and in
August Shah Shuja was escorted m triumph into the Bala Hissar at
Kahrl
By the Home Government the Afghan expedition was regarded
as magnificent alike m conception, in execution, and in results. " By
taking the Afghans under our protection," wrote Palmerston, " and
m garrisoning (if necessary) Herat, we shall regain our ascendancy
in Persia. . * . Bntish security m Persia gives security on the eastward
to Turkey and tends to make the Sultan more independent and to
place the Dardanelles more securely out of the grasp of Nicholas." l
No words could reveal more clearly the true inwardness of the policy for
which Auckland and the Bntish Cabinet were conjointly responsible.
In Afghanistan it soon became clear that the legitimate Sovereign
could count upon the loyalty of his subjects only so long as he was
protected by Bntish bayonets, and for two years we remained in
military occupation of the country about Kabul and Kandahar.
At length, however, it was decided to withdraw a portion of the The re-
army of occupation.    Arrangements for the withdrawal were on the *re^
point of completion when the anger of the Afghans, long pent up, Kabul
suddenly burst forth,2 and Sir Alexander Burnes. just appointed to
succeed Sir William Macnaghten as Political Officer, was assassinated
m Kabul (Nov. 2nd, 1841).    General Elphmstone, no longer young,
was in command of the Bntish troops, and, owing to his inexplicable
apathy,  a  riot  was  suffered   to grow  into an insurrection.    The
insurrection carried all before it and still Elphinstone did little or
nothing to check it.    On the contrary, he determined to evacuate
the country.    Akbar Khan,  the eldest son of Dost Muhammad,
appeared at Kabul at the end of November and with him was con-
cluded, on December llth a treaty by the terms of which the Afghans
1TorrensJ Melbourne, 11 274.
1 Kaye hints at private wrongs to be avenged, i. 614.